
Designing a Layout for a 
newspaper book review

A book review in a newspaper typically has a relatively 
large amount of text split over 
two or three columns. There is 
usually a single image to add 
context and visual interest, 
either an image of the book 
cover or an illustration. Body 
text is quite small and usually 
written in a serif font. Often 
there are no separate sections 
within the body text and no 
section headings, instead text 
is split into paragraphs which 
are indented.
Headings typically consist of a 
large newspaper section 
heading (e.g. Book Review) at 
the top of the article or page, 
the title of the book and the 
author (or a related review 
heading), the publisher and 
cost of the book. Often within 
the text is a highlight quote or 
tag line. Newspaper layouts 
typically do not include much 
white space, although some 
with a more contemporary 
layout can include some.

I started by choosing the typeface and size for the 
body text. For this article, I chose the serif font 
Perpetua Regular 11pt for the body text and tested 
500 words of dummy text on the page to assess the 
approximate space needed for the body text.

For this article, I chose a 2 column page layout. I 
decided on a symmetrical layout with the featured 
image in the centre of the page and the tag line 
beneath it. The body text wraps around the central 

image and tag line. 
I used Gadugi Bold 48pt for the newspaper 

section heading, Josefin Sans Regular 36pt for the 
book title, Josefin Sans 24pt for the author name and  
sub-heading and Gadugi bold 14pt for the ‘publisher’ 
information. Gadugi has a clear, uncluttered and 

modern design. Josefin Sans is 
a more delicate sans serif 
typeface also with a modern 
design which I thought would 
work well together with the 
Gadugi. Paragraphs within the 
body text start with a 20pt 
indent and there is slightly 
more leading between the end 
of one paragraph and the start 
of the next.

Once my page was laid 
out, I made some slight 
adjustments to the size of the 
image and the body text 
column heights to ensure that 
I could fit all my text into the 
design.

My intention was to 
create a typical newspaper 
book review layout but with a 
modern and contemporary 
feel. 

I think this design works 
because the large newspaper 
section heading and book title 
are quite large  but there is 

also a reasonably generous amount of white space 
which feels quite modern. The body text is 
symmetrically positioned around the featured image 
which feels quite balanced. The two column layout and 
use of paragraphs makes the text easier to read. 

The Book Review

A Lovely Way To Burn
By Louise Walsh

It doesn’t look like murder in 
a city full of death

A Lovely Way to Burn by Louise Walsh is available 
from Amazon.co.uk from April 15


